Social Studies 30-1 

    Name: _____________

Perspectives on Ideology

Key Issue: To what extent should we embrace an ideology?

Related Issue #2: To what extent is resistance to liberalism

                                justified?

Chapter 8: Contemporary Challenges to Liberalism
Chapter Issue: To what extent is modern liberalism continuing to evolve.
Chapter Overview:

Chapter 8 concludes Part Two of the Social 30-1 course. 

This chapter will explore the influence of alternative thought on the evolution of liberalism. The theme of this chapter is that liberalism is not an unchangeable ideology, but rather it evolves—it is open to revision and interpretation. Liberalism in Canada will continue to evolve, not only as we Canadians face our own political challenges but also as we are influenced by the political developments abroad and potentially by alternative thought. Given developments regarding government recognition of some aspects of alternative thought and collective rights such as First Nations, Métis, and Inuit rights and ways of thinking, the concepts of both individual and collective rights will also play a role in the framework of modern liberalism in Canada. 
Two questions for inquiry will guide your investigations. They include:

· How far has liberalism strayed from its roots?

· How is modern liberalism challenged by alternative thought?

	Key Terms


	civil rights movements, environmentalism, neo-conservatism, classical liberalism, modern liberalism, Christian Right, Aboriginal collective thought



	Key Concepts


	Analyzing how modern liberalism is challenged by alternative thought



	Key People


	Rachel Carson, Terence Corcoran, Al Gore, Ronald Reagan, Margret Thatcher, Milton Friedman




	
Classical

Liberalism


	
Effects  
	Modern Liberalism

	· involves no government
      interference (hands
      off)

· proposes that the sole function of government is to protect individuals’ natural rights to life, liberty, and property

· emphasizes economic liberalism and promotes the freedom of the entrepreneur


	· contributed to the Great Depression

· contributed to the wealth gap between the more developed world and the rest of the world, thus leading to such things as political instability and 
hyperconsumerism

· contributed to the popularization of
    counter-ideologies, such 
    as communism and 

    fascism, and the 

    expansion and revision 

    of liberal ideas
	· involves significant government intervention (hands on)

· proposes that all individuals be valued

equally
· proposes the development of programs to help disadvantaged individuals and eliminate the causes of poverty, crime, and abuse
· promotes initiatives to share the benefits of development and to develop wisely


Part One: Classical Liberalism and Modern Liberalism (Page 274-279)

1. What does the term “negative freedom” mean? According to Patricia Benner, what are four examples of negative freedoms?

2. Study the spectrum found in Figure 8-4 on page 276.

Would you consider the Canadian fundamental freedoms listed to be an example of positive freedom or negative freedom?

3. a) Why would some people be opposed to the concept of private property?

b) Can you think of ideologies you have already explored from the same period 

     that oppose private property? For what reasons did the supporters of these 

     ideologies take this position?

4. Does the modern liberal interpretations of equality refer to equality of opportunity or equality of outcome?

5. a) The late 19th century saw the advent of Labor Laws protecting the rights of 

    workers. In what way does this represent a shift in thinking from classical

    liberalism?


b) How would the enfranchisement of lower-income workers influence the range

          of political ideologies embraced by elected governments?

6. a) How might a change of emphasis from equality of opportunity to equality of 

    outcome affect society?


b) To what extent can or should a government address the demand for equal

           outcomes?

7. a) Who were, and what beliefs, did the Progressives hold?

b) According to the Progressives, what role did government intervention play in

    the life of the citizen? Give one example to support your response.
8. Read the excerpt from Article 25.1 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights on page 278 and answer the question that follows.

How do you think a classical liberal might respond to this article of the United Nations Declaration?
9. a) According to a supporter of modern liberalism, what is the connection

    between freedom and government economic and social intervention?

b) How would this same supporter of modern liberalism, prevent the
    government from becoming tyrannical?
10. Identify three major differences between classical and modern liberalism by completing the retrieval chart below.

	Classical Liberalism
	Modern Liberalism



	
	


Part Two: Liberalism Evolves (Page 280-299)

1. From your glossary, define the term environmentalism.
2. What event in 1962 initiated the ideology of environmentalism?

3. What evidence is presented that suggests that Greenpeace has been successful in influencing a change in governance regarding the protection of the environment?

4. Read carefully the quote by Terence Corcoran, on page 281 and then answer the question that follows.

Describe Terence Corcoran’s contention that the influence of environmentalism on modern politics has been a dangerous trend.

5. Analyze the political cartoon found in Figure 8-7 on page 280 and answer the question that follows.

The man on the right carrying the detonator is Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Al Gore. Gore is an advocate of environmental responsibility and a critic of policies that encourage irresponsible economic growth. 

The detonator represents the Kyoto Protocol, an international agreement aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions in an effort to prevent global warming. 

What does this cartoon say about the relationship between Gore’s environmentalism and economic liberalism? What perspectives regarding environmental protection and economic liberalism does this cartoon present?

6. Study the photograph found in Figure 8-8 on page 281 and answer the question that follows.
In 1985, Greenpeace’s flagship, the Rainbow Warrior, was sunk by the French Secret Service en route to France’s Moruroa nuclear test site, bringing global attention to the political implications of environmentalism.

What impact did the actions of Greenpeace and similar organizations have on the nuclear weapons policies of liberal democracies?

7. Imagine that an individual living near a manufacturing plant felt that the waste produced by the plant was adversely affecting his or her environment.

How might an individual’s right to a clean environment conflict with the economic rights of the plant’s owner, or the rights of the plant’s employees?

8. What do some Canadian political parties mean by a “cap and trade” system and a “carbon tax” when proposing emissions reduction targets?

9. To what extent should the Canadian government implement policies based on citizens’ concerns about the environment indicated by the groups below?

· Business

· General public including labor

· Environmentalists

· First Nations

10. Read carefully the Voices Feature: Balancing Environmentalism and Economics on page 283 and answer the questions that follow.

a) Does Deveshwar’s point of view reflect classical liberal or modern liberal ideology? Explain.

b) What might be the consequences of adopting Deveshwar’s point of view? What might be the consequences of rejecting his point of view?

11. a)    From your glossary, define the term neo-conservatism.

b)  According to Irving Kristol, why is it so difficult to define or label an

         individual as a neo-conservative?

12. What are the goals of the Project For The New American Century (PNAC)?
13. How would neo-conservatives stimulate economic growth? Do neo-conservative beliefs reflect classical liberalism or modern liberalism? Explain fully.

14. How do international organizations such as the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) reflect neo-conservative economic influence?

15. According to neo-conservative beliefs, what is the role of government within society?

16. With regards to foreign policy, what ideas do most neo-conservatives promote?

17. The Doukhobors practiced a form of communitarianism. From their perspective, what does communitarianism mean?

18. a) Can you imagine a situation in which the practices of communitarian groups

    such as the Doukhobors might conflict with the rights of an individual in one 

    of these communities?

b) Can you imagine a situation in which these practices might conflict with the values of the larger group?

19. To what extent should a government impose liberal principles on religious minority groups?

20. Describe the movement known as the Christian Right?

21. Read carefully the Voices Feature: Religious Traditions and Modern Liberalism on page 291 and answer the questions that follow.

a) What issues and questions do these quotations raise for you?

b) To what extent can modern liberalism accommodate institutions and religions that run counter to liberal thought?

22. Read carefully the Investigations Feature: Religious Freedom and the Law on pages 292 and 293 and answer the questions that follow.
a) What principles of modern liberalism are challenged in this example?

b) What may be the consequences of granting the legal right to practice polygamy to a group based on its members’ rights to religious freedom? Whose rights might be compromised if this freedom is granted?

c) Based on this example and others in this section, in what ways can granting religious freedom challenge modern liberal beliefs and values?

23. Identify two key Aboriginal principles that appear to challenge modern liberal ideology?
24. a)  What aspects of the Nunavut Legislative Assembly differ from the practices of 

      most liberal democracies?

             b) If party politics are the norm, are non-partisan politics (voting without parties) 

                 a challenge to liberal principles?

25. What are Sentencing Circles and how do they operate?

26. Read carefully the Voices Feature: Returning Government Powers to First Nations Peoples on page 296 and answer the questions that follow.

a) Why might a First Nations—run health system for First Nations people experience success where a federally run program has failed?

b) What principles of modern liberalism may be most supported or most challenged by this First Nations initiative?
